Guitar Basics

Strings, Tuning, Tablature

1. The Strings:
Elvis{(}'th) Alwavs(S'h) Drauk(iﬁf“) Gatorade(&rd) Before[jz“d_) Exercising(l“}
(Low E) (High E)
2. Tuning Pattern:
Lowr High
E A D G B E
(5" Fret)
3. Tablature (Tab):

® Top line of Tab staff is the high e string; bottom line is the low e string.

® Numbers on staff are the frets to be played.

® Notes stacked in a column indicate a chord; all notes are played together.
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Lower case m = minor chord
X = string is not part of the chord
O = string is played openly
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Rhythm Guitar

Open Chords
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Chord Progressions to Practice:

G-C-D-G
Am-C-Fmaj7-Em
C-Am-Dm-G
A-D-E

C-Fmaj7
Em-Cmaj7
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Whole Note = 4 beats

Hall Note = 2 beats

Rhythm Guitar

Counting in 4/4 Time

Quarter Note = 1 beat

Eighth Nete = 1/2 beat
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Sixteenth Note = 1/4 heat

Dotted Half = 3 beats

Dotted Quarter = 1 + 1/2 heat

Datted Eighth = 3/4 beat
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Counting and Strumming
Note Value Count Strum
Whole 1234 Downstrokes
Half
Quarter
Eighth 1&2&3&4&

Dotted Quarter

heat

Downstroke on the beat; upstroke on the & of the

Sixteenth
Dotted Eighth

le&a 2e&a
Je&a de&a

Downstrokes on the beat and the & of the beat;
upstrokes on ¢ and a
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[Lead Guitar

Scale Patterns

Major Scale
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Pentatonic Minor

Minor Scale
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Blues Scale
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[Lead Guitar

Scales
Standard tuning
J =120
G Major Seale (Ascending) (Descending)
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Standard tuning
J=120
A Minor Scale
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Standard funing
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Lead Guitar

Tunes in G Major

Minuet in G (Excerpt)
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Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring (Excerpt)
J.S. Bach
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Finger Picking

Arpeggiating in D Major

(D major chord)

Ex. 1 Ex. 2 Ex. 3
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Ex. 7

wE-H [ GE’“‘
\
41
i
|
\
{1
N,
\
4\
, L]
h

Mystical Mood
(pima finger picking pattern)
Greg Goss
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Finger Picking
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Daybreak
Greg Goss
Moderately
(pim picking pattern is constant throughout tune)
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Finger Picking

Rhythm

Fingers of the picking hand T

As a general rule, the thumb (p) plucks the
bass strings (low E, A, D): the pointer (1)
plucks the G string: the middle finger (m)
plucks the B string; the ring finger (a)
plucks the high E string. The pinky (c) is
seldom used in finger picking.
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